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I. THE TREASCN TRIALS AND THE COMNUHISTS

, A 15 July Peking commentary on the Ire.qi reévolution may
R have predicted the current trials when it included the statement

that "a pew conspiracy will surely be engineered to undermine
the Irsql pecple’s wmovement for natioﬁal independence”. The
Egyptians claim that Quaim is making arrests on the basis of
intellicence reports furnlished hiam by 'the Soviet Ewbassy, and
wilthout reference to his own Police or Interior officials.
Nev Information ipdicates that Military Court President al-
Mahdawi is a Communist sympathizer and the brother-in-law of
Premier Qasin.

II. IDEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATIOE BY FOREIGH COMMUNISTS OF CPI STRATEGY

An artiecle in the Italian Communist Party's L“Unita of
25 October (article attached, see Aprendix I) gives an interesting
rationalization of why the CPI has taken a stand in favor of
federation, rather than union, with the UAR. In assuming that
e federative status for Iraq would allew freedom of action
‘Por pationalist political parties thergin while union would
not, the article reasons that the "solid base” of mmss support
so derived would furnish the best f‘ua.rantee for the stability
of the new government. Furthermore, in noting the CPI/Iragl
governuent agreement in at least paying lip-service to the ideal
of federation, the article claims that the Iraql Communists are
exerting "an influence which is now rev‘ealing 1tself to be
decisive” in this watter.

e ) , In an attempt not to take a completely anti-Nasir stand,
oo the L'Unita article stresses the idea that political condltlons
in Iraq and Egypt differed so as to make the expression of
Arab patiomalism in these two countries also diffevent. IY
_claims thet in Egypt, the revolutionary military officers "did
not know how to associate themselves with the best part of the
liberation movement (apparently the Communists) so as to assure
from the very beginning a. base of solid, organized, and demo-
cratic mass for new power”. Moreover, it states that the Nasir
regime, in waging a battle against all Egyptian political
parties, was “pax'tially Justified® 1n considering them “by
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nature incapable of imposing a radical change". On the other
hend, the article states that the military leaders of the Iraqi
coup had been in eclose association with the Natienal Frout
(Commnist, National Democratic, Baathist, and Istiqlal) and
that two of the latter's component perties had actively aided the
revolution by arming and organizing the peasants to enable
them to act decisively at the proper moment. (That this appears
" to be overdrawn does not comcern us here.)

Finally, the article takes some jibes at government and
Baathist officlals in the Arab Middle East who think that the
Commmmists are not a nec°ssary element in the fight for inde-

. pendence. It criticizes "several men in the Cairo government”
who ignore the "differing conditions" and apply the same yard-.
stick in Iraq as in Epgypt; adding that "in the inner eircles of
the Baghdad goverument there has been someone (appareutly Col.
Arif) who has shared this way nf seeing things and has bad the
imprudence to act accordingly.® And last, the article cynically
states that Egyptian officials, "faced with the problem of the
‘necessity of giving a demceratic articﬁlaticn to the structure
of the Egyptian state, in order to assure Egypt the leedership
of the Arab liberation wovemsnt", apparently "have not yet
succeeded in overcoming a deep aversion e e against every

. form of autonowmous organizetion of the masses « Thevefore,

T : though the article begins by stressing s basic agreement
. between Baghdad and Cniro on the "fight against imperislism” and

Y "for Arab nationalism”, the definlte impression emerges that
e for the Communists the situation in Iraq is wuuch to be preferred
T to that in Egypt. In this light, it should be added that the '

- : Communist Party of Egypt began a propaganda attack on the
- - Cairo government in April of this year because of the latter’s
o - refusal to allow Communist leadevship in Egyptian organizations,
especially in the trade union sphefe.

Nearly a month later than the appearance of the L“U’nitw
article, Zycle Wersawy's (Polish) Cairo corresnondent wrote:

"The reason why the Iragi Communist" are
porting their owa ruling bourgeoisie
[;gparently Qasisi and the Fetionel Demccratic

D
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Party/ and supporting an Arab countries® federation
rather than extemsion of the UAR to Iraq is that
‘the pascent bourgeoisie gives birth todthe

working eless, its antagonist,¥

A l While this 1s another justification for the present Iraqgi
S Communist strategy, it also indicates that Coumunist/goverument
LI cooperation is only teumporary and that after the situation
stabilizes, the former may again move to upset the status quo.
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III. RECCCNITION OF THE COMMUNIST THBEAT BY OVERT SOURCES

The Economist’s Bagbded correspondent has writien an
Interesting snd definitive artiele on the current Iragi
sitvation in that publicstion's 25 October issus'. In this
he states that Qauvla leans on the anti-Egyptian Communists
for support sgainst Arif and the Baathists. He states that
Col. Arif was nol ocusted simply because of his attacks on the
West, as bas been widely assumed; he notes that Arif "got
in some shrewd digs at the Soviet Unicn, sayling repeatedly
during his whistle-stop tours of the country, that Irag
had no intention of replacing one form of imperialisam by
another . The sawe author notes that in the Iraqi press:

"no eriticism of the eastera bloc has yet appeared wheress
the west comes In for wmonotonous hammerlng .

Joseph Alsop, in his column appearing in the Washl.ngon
Post on 29 October, also gets the point. He states that a
conflict between Col. Arif, leading a "100 per cent pro-Nasir
group” and Gen. Qasim, "vigorously encoursged end supported by
the Communists”, endured once the coup was successful. He -
adds that the Communists are represented inm the new government
by Ibrahim Kubba, Also then offers the interesting speculation

~ that Nasir is aceniescirgto a Commnilst takeover in Irag in

“return for Soviet mid on the Aswan Daa.-

T Henry N. Taylor, writing in the 13 Novewbsr Washington
S . Daily Nevs, notes that Irag 1s ome place where Nasir and the
Lo Soviets are rivals, that Arif was ocusted when Qmrim dige-
oo covered him "pushing Iragq too fast into Masir's camp, and thai
- in place of Arif, Qmsiw "seems to be relying on advisors
perilously Red-tinged”. Taylcr adds thet Ibrahim Kubba "is
a West-hater, widely accused of baeing & Comwmmist", that the
Baghdad radio "has recently been broadcasting worse anti-U.S.
Jies then Cailro or Moscow", and that "infil ti'ation by Moscow
seems heaviest ir the Irs.qi eir force and propagends ministry'.
The air force reference probably alludes to Awgatl’s past Peece
Partisan activities among other things; Taylor's and Alsop’s
common, incorrect characterization of Kubba as "the new minister
of development” indicates the probable use of identical sourcos.

-
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APYENDIX I
, THE ARAB COMMUNISTS .
L'Ualtn : ' e 1 )
Unic : ; | Alberto Jacoviello
26 Ocicber 1958, Rome
Page 3 - _

Fight Agminst Imperialism snd Untftation
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e and the Egyptilan part of the UAR. Not to take this into account,
Sy they add, would mean to launch into an adventure which could
R have quite dangerous conseguences for the general cause of the
liberation end of the unification of the Arabs, +

Yot all of the officials of the Arab nationel moveument,
especlally in Egypt, have shown appreclation for these arguments.
Thus there have been polemles, which in the past weeks have even
touched sore spots, between the most fervent adherents of
total union immediately between Iraq and the UAR on one
slde and the commnists and their alljes on the other. What
do the adherents of a total and lomediate union between
Iraq and the UAR support? To delay the union imto onz state
of countries liberated from foreign subjection wmeans, they
say, to offer a field of maneuver for imperielism to resume to
the offensive. In rarticular they malntain that until Iraq
- puredy and simply Joins the UAR, the power obtsined from the
revolutionary movement of 1% July will not be able to stabilize
itselfl sufficiently to confront the imperialist attempt to-
bring things back where they were. The Ivaql commumnists, in agree.
ment on this with the majority if not with all the wen 1a the
Baghdad govermment, veply that the soliderity of the new
| pPower is guaranteed by the full support and the orgenivzed

vigllance of the masses of people, adding that if an Avsb
federal state must rise at the same pace as the liberation

of every single country, then its power and its solidavity
cannot found itself othervise than on the orpanized masses of
the people. : i ‘ . - '

These are the basic questions of the discussion underway.

It is then a discussion on internal matters of the grent
liberation and unification movement of ‘the Armb nstion end brings
in an lmportant problem for the future. Many Influentisl
officlals of the Arab national movement agree that the mis--
understanding is the result of objective historical elrvcuri-
stances, which-are furthermore mwflected very clearly in
the different character of the Iraqi revolutionary movement as
compared with the wovement thet dethroued Farouk in Egypt. In
Egypt the coup d'etat was planned and carried out by a growy
of officers who, although they went through various political

formations persorslly, did not know how (they say not without

-7~
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reason that they could not have known how) to associate
themselves with the best part of the liberation movenent

80 a3 to assure from the very beginning a base of solid,
organized, and democratic mass for the. new power. 4Thus
.they have conducted, as their power ccnfimed to comsolidate,
a battle without quarter against all political parties, since
they were considered, and in part justifiably so, by nature
‘ incapable of imposing a radical change in Egypt's cowrse
Things have since developed so that today the Egyptian ofi‘icie.ls s
although they have attained the greatest merits in the eyes
of their pecple and of gll Arabs, seer +to 6 certain exient
prisoners of the internal situation which they ‘thieuselves have
helped to create. One symstom of that is in the foct that

S when they are faced with the problem of the necessity of
" giving 8 democratic articulation to the siructure of the

e Egyptian state, in order to assure Egypt of the leadership
of the Arab uberation movement, one has the impression that
they bhave not yet succesded in overcoming a deep aversion
which they have had from the begloning against every form
of autonomous or@nization of the masses.

In Irsq the situation is pt'ofound:w different The men
vho at the head of several battalions overthrew the oid power
were, up to 1956, in ¢lose assoclation with the ‘parties
of the Eatiousl Fromt (Comwmunist, Ratione) Demoerat, Bastbist,
and Independence) , the strength and driviag power of the resistance
and fight against "the regive of Burl as Said and Abdul Illsh.
And when, in the first 40 hours following the victery of the -
e revolutionary movement in the city of Baghded, the commanders
R of three divisions of the standing army in three different points
of Irag threastesal to warch on the capital to reverse the
situation, it was the peasunts, armed and organized by two
of the parties of the Eatlonal I'rvzzt who prevented 1t, thus
permititing Geperal Kessem 40 gnila’time precious for the fate
of the mew power. All that has brought 1t sbout that at the
very wowment when the govermment of the revolutiorary movewent
was being installed, there were conditions for the orgaaization
o:E' a government systeu prof‘ound_y di:i:‘ferem; from the Egyptian,

. S&.veral men of the Caivo government have given the impres-
slon in the days and weeks following 1la- July that they wiqh to
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ignore this reality and judge the situation in Iraq by

the same yerdstick as in Egypt; in the immer circles of

the Baghdad government there bas been someone who has shared
this way of seeing things and hes had the imprudepee to act
accordingly. This has resulted in a situation of moticeable
friction inside Iraq and in the relations between Iraq and
Egypt. Today this state of affairs seeze to bave passed, and
perhaps the day is not fsr off vwhen Messer and Kassem will
neet and have a frank and friendly dlscussion on the best
meaps to echleve the closest cooperation between Irag and
the UAR. \ o

But et the same time 1t is necessary, 1f the understand-
ing is o be full and have a solid bass, that the non-commnist
political eircles of the UAR and other Arab countries review
the positions they bave taken lately in regard to the communists.
Though they are not yet a great force in Egypt, the commmnisis
are deeply rooted in the wmsses in Ivaq, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon,
and other Arab countries; they have organized the great
majority of the active population and they represent the .
most advanced point in the anti-imperialist ranks. To continue
to maintsin--as do some officials in Basthist, Syrian, Jordan,
and 1n part even Iragi circles, that one can do without, not
only the active collsboration of the commmists, but even the
very existence of the Commmist Party in those lands, in the .
|present phase of the fight of the Arab pecple for independence
and the unity of the Arab Ration--means to wish deliberately
to dgnore reality, with all the consequences which canm be -
derived from that for the Arab movement foy diberation and
unification. The lesson of Syria in this matter 1s 1lluminating.
If todey it were not for the communists im Syria to prevent
the imperiaiist attempt to break up unity with Egypt, 1t
is not known how certain officiels of the Baath Party, who
bave too easily rencunced the existence of their organization,
could contribute what they say they wish to contribute to the
unity of the Arab nation. S _
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